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Sir: 

I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a 
memorandum dated July 3, 1940, and prepared by Evan I‘. 
Wilson, Third Secretary of Legation and Vice Consul at 
Cairo following a conversation with 4 member of the local 


CCT -3 1940 


staff of the British Overseas Airways Corporation relative 
to a visit recently paid by the latter to Saudi Arabia. 


Respectfujly yours 
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Charge d'Affaires ad interim 
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Ene losure No. 1 to despatch No. 2145 dated July 19, 1940, 
from American Legation, Cairo. 


MEMORANDUM 
July 3, 1940. 


In a conversation yesterday with a member of the Cairo 
office of the British Overseas Airways Corporation (former- 
ly known as Imperial Airways), I learned that he had recent- 
ly returned from a twelve days' trip to Saudi Arabia, where 
he had been sent to survey possible emergency routes and to 
sound out the Saudi Arabian Government regarding the possi- 
hility of obtaining authorization to make forced landings 
in Saudi Arabian territorial waters. He explained to me 
that his company was at present operating a weekly service 
with seaplanes between South Africa and Australia by way of 
Egypt, Palestine, Iraq and India. He continued that within 
two days of Italy's declaration of war the airline had 
transferred all their Alexandria staff and equipment to 
Cairo, and that theyplanned in the event of Cairo's becoming 
untenable to move to Ismailia on the Suez Canal. It was 
expected, however, that such a transfer would be only 
temporary and that they might eventually evacuate Lower 
Egypt entirely, routing their aircraft from Khartoum to 
Luxor (it was assumed the Sudan and Upver Ugypt would be 
safe) and thence direct to Aqaba, a distance of sorie 400 
miles. Depending on developments in Palestine, the planes 
could then proceed to their present base at Tiberias on the 
Sea of Galilee, or if necessary, straight to Habbaniya in 
Iraq. 


According to my informant, it was not contemplated, if 
this route were adopted, that any scheduled stops would be 
made in Saudi Arabia, but his company wished to allow for 
the possibility that their planes might from time to time 
have to make forced landings in the Gulf of Aqaba. [In this 
event, the waters lying off the eastern or Saudi Arabian 
coast of the Gulf would provide better facilities than those 
off the western shore, owing to wind and weather conditions. 
Furthermore, it was important to obtain advance authoriza- 
tion for such landings, in view of the harsh treatment 
accorded fishermen and other persons driven ashore on the 
Saudi Arabian coast, who were usualiy detained for some time 
in the Kingdom anc whose boats were generally confiscated. 


My informant stated that he spent several days in Saudi 
Arabia and had an interview with the Royal Chamberlain, the 
outcome of which was satisfactory as far as concerned the 
assurances which he obtained. From other conversations and 
observations, however, he gained the definite impression that 
whatever engagements the Government of Saudi Arabia might 
enter into on this subject were more likely to be honored in 
the breach than in the observance. He informed me that in 
his opinion King Ibn Saud was pro-German in sympathy anc that 
he might even enter the war against Great Britain, 1 LG 
appeared that he could gain thereby. In confirmation of his 
point of view, my informant added that he had recently been 
told by the commanding officer of the Trans-Jordan Frontiers 
Force that British officials in Trans-Jordan were apprehensive 
lest Ibn Saud should invade that territory with a view to 


annexing 


onlin 


annexing at least a part of it to his domains. 





In view of the attitude of the Saudi Arabian monarch, 
my informant stated, the British Overseas Airways Corpora- 
tion had no intention at present of making any flights over 
his Kingdom. 





(signed) 
Evan M. Wilson 
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The Legation in Cairo reports a conversation had by 
Third Seoretary and Vice Consul Wilson with a member of the 
British Overseas Airways Vorporation, formerly known as 
Imperial Airways, concerning Saudi Arabia. A British member 
of this corporation had recently returned from a twelve 
day visit to Saudi Arabia where he had been sent to survey 
possible emergency routes and to sound out the Saudi Arabian 
Government regarding the possibility of obtaining authoriza- 
tion to make forced landings in Saudi Arabian territorial 
waters. 

It is stated that the corporation did not mies ig 
the making of any scheduled stops in Saudi Arabia but vine 
to allow for the possibility that their planes might trois 0 
time to time have to make forced landings in the Gulf of? 
Akaba. 


Mr. Wilson's informant spent several days in Saudi 
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Arabia and obtained satisfactory assurances on the subject 
of his visit from the Royal Chamberlain but does not attach 
much importance to the value of the assurances given. He 
gained the impression that King Ibn Saud is pro-German in 
sympathy and that he mi,ht even enter the war against Great 
Britain. He added that he had been informed that British 
officials in Trans-Jordan were apprehensive that Ibn Saud 
might invade that territory. In consequence of the attitude 
of the Saudi Arabian monarch, British Overseas Airways is 
stated to have no intention of making any flights over 
Saudi Arabia. 

This report may be compared with one we received in 
a despatch of March 9, 1940 from our Minister to Egypt 
and Saudi Arabia following his visit to the last-named 
country. The Minister reported a conversation had by 
his secretary with Mr. H. St. John Philby, probably the 
greatest living English authority on Saudi Arabia, whe 
informed the secretary that the general feeling in Saudi 
Arabia toward the European war is "one of complete neutrality 
coupled with an intention not to become embroiled therein". 
Mr. Philby was reported to have added that there was no 
basis for any claim on the part of the British that the 
Arabs were “on their side" in as much as great feeling 
still existed among the Arabs against Great Britain owing 

to 
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to British post-World-War-I policy in Palestine. 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT Air facilities over and on Saudi-Arabian territory. 


Informal conversation with Saudi-Arabian Finance 
Minister regarding -. 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 


re eS 2 See. 
(Despatch, 


telegram, instruction, letter, etc.) 


Dated ..duag 2, 1942 Wom \Reypt (Kirk) 
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Subject: Airplane Service to Jidda 
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I have the honor to report that on May 8, 1942, 
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British Overseas Airways Company airplane called at 
Jidda, and took the British Minister to Saudi Arabia, 
F. H. W. Stonehewer Bird, and Mrs. Bird, as passengers 


for 


for Cairo. 

This was the first call of a plane in the shuttle 
service connecting gidda with the British Overseas Air- 
ways Company's service from Asmara to Cairo via Port 
Sudan. 

It is contemplated that the planes will call at 
Jidda bi-weekly hereafter. The service has been instituted 
primarily for official purposes, and the problem of trans- 
porting ordinary mail and unofficial passengers is now 


under consideration. 


Respectfully yours, 


Nese 
and Oe 


Charge dtaffaires ad interim. 


To the Department in triplicate 
Copy to the Legation in Cairo 


879.6 JSM2/- 


